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Agenda:

09:00-09:40: Nature Conserved
09:45-10:30: Nature Economy
10:30-10:45 : Break
10:45-11:25: Nature Restored
11:30-12:10: Nature-based Solutions
12:15-13:00: Science
13:00-13:45: Lunch
13:45-14:25: Digitial Transformation
14:30-15:10: Policy
15:15-15:45: Development and Communications
15:45-16:15: Break
16:15-16:45: All Staff Townhall
16:45–17:30 Collaboration with WCMC

Agenda:

• What is UNBL?
• UNBL website overview
• UNBL demonstration
• Future developments
• Q & A



WHAT IS UNBL?



UNBL | SPATIAL DATA TOOL FOR DECISION MAKING

• Facilitates access to the best available 
global spatial data and custom-
developed analytic tools to generate 
insight >> impactful measures for 
conservation and sustainable 
development

• Open-source web platform

• Visualize global spatial data 
• More than 600+ data layers
• Focused on biodiversity and 

sustainable development data
• Generate maps
• Perform one-click analyses

• Support users with no GIS expertise
https://www.unbiodiversitylab.org/en/ 

M0



Slide 4

M0 When speaking please include some information specific to NEAs - how can UNBL be useful for the people in the room to 
undertake their NEAs, or other aspects of their work. 
Melissa, 2024-09-19T14:59:44.635



WHY UNBL?

• Partnership of UNEP-WCMC, 
UNDP, UNEP and CBD

• Created to support Parties in 
commitments to the CBD: led to a 
2x increase in the number of maps 
between 5NR and 6NR (55 
countries)

• In 2023, funding from the Betty and 
Gordon Moore Foundation is 
allowing to further develop UNBL to
support countries in spatial 
monitoring, planning processes 
and reporting needs in relation to 
the KM Global Biodiversity 
Framework



Nashulai Maasai Conservancy
We are extremely grateful for new map of Nashulai Maasai Conservancy – and 

for opening our eyes to the ways spatial analysis, combined with our 

traditional knowledge systems, can be applied to support critical decisions for 

sustainability in our ancestral lands.

Costa Rica - The ELSA methodology was impactful in supporting policies that 

get to the heart of our biodiversity and environmental challenges. These maps 

present us with three simple solutions: Protect, Restore, Manage. Maps of 

Hope can guide us to take action on nature for climate, on nature for life.

Kazakhstan - The ELSA methodology helped identify locations most 

amenable to planting drought-tolerant crop varieties, developing solar and 

wind technologies for irrigation and planning for protected areas 

commitments.

Uptake of UNBL by countries in the 6th National Report - 55 nations created 

at least one map using UNBL and 13 of these nations relied on UNBL to 

produce 70 percent or more of their maps.

SDG 15: Maintaining Life on Land
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru analysed scenarios of land use and climate 

change under The Life on Land project. Data identified as relevant will be 

regularly updated in UNBL through 2030 in response to requests from 

participating institutions in Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru.

DATA ACCESSEXPLORE / VISUALIZE

SPATIAL PLANNING
NATIONAL REPORTING

UNBL has contributed to maps in scientific publications and was praised for 

easiness and intuitiveness to use 

RESEARCH AND ACADEMIA



UNBL WEBSITE OVERVIEW



https://www.unbiodiversitylab.org/en/ 
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Under “Resources” users 
may find annual reports, 
use cases, success stories, 
online courses and more

https://www.unbiodiversitylab.org/en/ 



Under “Resources” users 
may find annual reports, 
use cases, success stories, 
online courses and more



UNBL Case Study Brochure: user cases & user testimonials



Under “Resources” users 
may find annual reports, 
use cases, success stories, 
online courses and more



Under “Help” users may 
find FAQs, user manuals
and how to create and use 
UNBL workspaces

https://www.unbiodiversitylab.org/en/ 



Under “Help” users may 
find FAQs, user manuals
and how to create and use 
UNBL workspaces



Contact us

https://www.unbiodiversitylab.org/en/ 



IMPACT
• 2,662+ registered users from 153 countries

• 204+ UNBL workspaces

• Users’ questions: 250+ responses in 2023

• Selected to present in conferences and referenced in others

UN Digital Event (UN SDG Summit), 
New York, 17 Sep 2023

Land and Carbon Lab Summit, 
Brussels, 27-29 June 2023

UNBL featuring in the Google Geo for 
Good Summit opening session, 
Mountain View (CA), 10-12 Oct 2023

UNEA6, 26 Feb – 1 March 2024



UNBL DEMONSTRATION



UNBL | KEY FEATURES & FUNCTIONALITIES

1. Access spatial data
2. View & calculate the spatial metrics 
and (forthcoming) headline indicators

5. Develop a prioritized spatial plan 
based using the ELSA Tool (forthcoming)

3. Create a UNBL workspace to 
support national monitoring systems

4. Create maps for national reports



Access data through 
“Data collections”

https://www.unbiodiversitylab.org/en/ 



UNBL DATA COLLECTIONS

• Protected areas
• Nature based solutions for 

climate change
• Ecosystem restoration

NEW DATA COLLECTION:
• Data to support the KM Global 

Biodiversity Framework 

https://unbiodiversitylab.org/en/#collections







Click on “Launch map” to 
launch the mapping 
function

https://www.unbiodiversitylab.org/en/ 





PLACES TAB |
SELECT A COUNTRY OR 
OTHER AREAS

https://map.unbiodiversitylab.org/earth/



UNBL DYNAMIC METRICS | NOW LIVE ON UNBL

https://map.unbiodiversitylab.org/earth/



UNBL DYNAMIC METRICS | KEY INFORMATION

• Seven metrics: a robust approach using an open-source library, 
exactextract. 

• One metric, Protected areas: fully aligned with the Protected Planet 
website, fetching results via API, updated monthly

• Detailed documentation in info boxes



UNBL DYNAMIC METRICS | CALCULATIONS AND MAP VIEW



UNBL DYNAMIC METRICS | RUN THROUGH



UNBL DYNAMIC METRICS | SHOW ON MAP



UNBL DYNAMIC METRICS | SHOW ON MAP



UNBL DYNAMIC METRICS | COMBINE DATASETS



PLACES TAB |
SELECT ANY COUNTRY 
IN THE WORLD OR 
OTHER AREAS

https://map.unbiodiversitylab.org/earth/



LAYERS TAB |
> 600 GLOBAL DATA 
LAYERS COMPRISING 
> 200 DATASETS

https://map.unbiodiversitylab.org/earth/



LAYERS TAB |
HIERARCHICAL FILTER

https://map.unbiodiversitylab.org/earth/



ACCESS SPATIAL DATA |
>600 GLOBAL DATA 
LAYERS

https://map.unbiodiversitylab.org/earth/



CREATE YOUR OWN 
MAPS

https://map.unbiodiversitylab.org/earth/



LEARN ABOUT THE 
DATA USING THE 
INFO BOXES

https://map.unbiodiversitylab.org/earth/





USE WORKSPACES

https://map.unbiodiversitylab.org/earth/



MAP ESSENTIAL LIFE SUPPORT AREAS (Under Construction)

• Tool to allow decision-
makers used these data to 
take action based on their 
specific national priorities

• Identify essential life support 
areas to maintain key 
biodiversity and ecosystem 
services

• Set of selected countries to 
test out the tool

Learn more: https://unbiodiversitylab.org/en/maps-of-hope/



MAP ESSENTIAL LIFE SUPPORT AREAS (Under Construction)

Learn more: https://unbiodiversitylab.org/en/maps-of-hope/



FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS
• Continue to curate and add high-quality global data layers, as available

• Implement key metrics functionalities and provide access to GBF indicator 
calculations based on spatial data

• Implement new methodology to map Essential Life Support Areas (ELSA)

• We are interested to hear about use cases, how global data is useful at 
the national level

• Integrate with other mapping and reporting tools (TargetTracker, Plangea, etc.)

• Engage with countries, UN agencies and others to understand needs and 
requirements of users



3 EASY STEPS TO GET INVOLVED

1. Sign up as our test users! -> Drop your email into the chat
2. Register today -> www.unbiodiversitylab.org, click on data tab
3. Create a UNBL workspace -> Email violeta.munoz@unep-wcmc.org



v

UNBL MICROCOURSE

Available in: EN | FR | PT |  SP | RU
https://learningfornature.org/en/courses/using-spatial-data-for-biodiversity/



Agenda:

09:00-09:40: Nature Conserved
09:45-10:30: Nature Economy
10:30-10:45 : Break
10:45-11:25: Nature Restored
11:30-12:10: Nature-based Solutions
12:15-13:00: Science
13:00-13:45: Lunch
13:45-14:25: Digitial Transformation
14:30-15:10: Policy
15:15-15:45: Development and Communications
15:45-16:15: Break
16:15-16:45: All Staff Townhall
16:45–17:30 Collaboration with WCMC

Agenda:

• About UNEP-WCMC
• Supporting the Kunming-Montreal 

biodiversity package
• What is UNBL?
• How can UNBL be used?
• Impact
• Other work at UNEP-WCMC in biodiversity

and ecosystem services

Agenda:

Questions?

Thank you for
your attention!

https://www.unep-wcmc.org/en

https://unbiodiversitylab.org/en/


