
THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS





Biophysical and economic assessment methods alone are 
not enough to fully understand the past, evaluate the present, 
and explore the future of biodiversity, ecosystem services and 
their contributions to human wellbeing



“Knowledge is empty without imagination, without spirit, 
without the heart… no civilization ever became great on 
knowledge alone”

Ben Okri
The Mystery Feast: Thoughts on Storytelling (2015)



Pereira, L, et al. 2019. Building capacities for transformative change towards 
sustainability: Imagination in Intergovernmental Science-Policy Scenario Processes. 
Elem Sci Anth, 7: 35. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1525/elementa.374



CHALLENGES

• Current scenario processes are limited in capturing 

complexity and engaging with uncertainty

• Need for more imaginative approaches in biodiversity and 

ecosystem services

• Addressing the "imagination gap" in future thinking

Pereira, L, et al. 2019. Building capacities for transformative change towards 
sustainability: Imagination in Intergovernmental Science-Policy Scenario Processes. 



CHARACTERISTICS FOR

IMPROVED SCENARIOS
• Appropriate for diverse 

local contexts + applicable
across different regions

• Inclusive of diverse
knowledge & values

• Able to handle uncertainty

Pereira, L, et al. 2019. Building capacities for transformative change towards sustainability: 
Imagination in Intergovernmental Science-Policy Scenario Processes. 

• Promotes meaningful
engagement + recognises 
power imbalances

• Promotes individual and 
collective thinking

• Relevant to policy-making



ARTS-BASED APPROACHES
Literary approaches: narratives, storytelling, poetry

Performances – applied theatre, role-playing, dance

Visual arts – painting, handicrafts, textiles

Music & sound art – songs, sound installation

New media – videos, podcasts, virtual reality

Pereira, L, et al. 2019. Building capacities for transformative change towards sustainability: 
Imagination in Intergovernmental Science-Policy Scenario Processes. 



ARTS-BASED APPROACHES
TO

CONNECT

(CO)CREATE

COMMUNICATE

Engaging emotions, fostering empathy, stimulating critical thinking



Literary approaches: narratives, storytelling, wordplay

Visual arts – illustrations, graphic design, colours, iconography



VISUAL IDENTITY & 
CULTURAL HERITAGE

Visual arts – illustrations, graphic design, colours, iconography



VIDEOS & DIGITAL MEDIA





IPBES ARTWORK, VISUALIZATION & ILK

• The IPBES Global assessment (2019) SPM: included 
Indigenous artwork (not done for the assessment)

• The IPBES thematic Transformative Change assessment 
(2024): has some ILK art 

• The IPBES thematic Nexus assessment (2024): has a 
graphic co-produced with IPs 



IPBES ARTWORK, VISUALIZATION & 
ILK in Pollinators Assessment



BES Solution Fund: Uptake of Colombia NEA & IPBES Sustainable 
Use assessment through Indigenous filmmaking

@Resguardo Kofan Santa Rosa del Guamuez



Artwork visualization: IPBES 2021 Workshop Asia-Pacific session

Representation of the Asia-
Pacific session of the 
workshop, created by Anjali 
Choudhary. 



Visualization: Indigenous Calendars

Inka Calendar Anishinaabe CalendarMāori Calendar

• Aotearoa: Maramataka (Moon calendar) 
• Peru: Inti and Killa Calendar (Sun and Moon calendar) 
• Mayan Calendar: Mexico & Guatemala 
• Menominee: 13 Moons Calendar




